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Speaker Biographies

GALI BEERI. Gali Beeri is the International Education Program Coordinator for the
European Union Center of Excellence/Center for European Studies at the University of
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. She joined the center full time in May 2004. She coordinates
the Center’s outreach programs, exhibiting and presenting at local and national
conferences, and produces the Center’s biweekly newsletter. She holds a B.A. in
International Studies and Political Science with a Business Administration minor from
UNC-Chapel Hill.

CARINA BROSSY. Carina Brossy is World View’s Assistant Director for Curriculum.
She works with teachers and administrators to develop and support globally focused
curriculum in all areas of the Standard Course of Study. Carina also serves as
coordinator for World View’s annual study visit to Honduras (a lesson in third world
development), an instructor for World View’s K-12 online globalization course, and
liaison for the Rotary Global WebFriends and Ambassador programs. Carina holds
degrees in International Affairs and Spanish from Florida State University and speaks
Spanish, French, and some Mandarin.

EMANUEL COMAN. Emanuel Coman is a third year Ph.D. student in political science
and University fellow originally from Romania. He is mainly interested in European party
politics, and his MA thesis was on vote cohesion in the European Parliament. In the
summer of 2007, he was a visiting researcher at the University of Mannheim in
Germany.

LIESBET HOOGHE. Liesbet Hooghe is Zachary Taylor Smith Professor of Political
Science at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, and Chair in Multilevel
Governance at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. She is past Chair of the European
Union Studies Association. Her interests lie in European integration, multilevel
governance, political parties, political elites, and public opinion. She is working on a
book on the structure of government from the local to the global.

GARY MARKS. Gary Marks is Burton Craige Distinguished Professor of Political
Science at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and has the Chair in Multilevel
Governance at the Free University of Amsterdam. Marks was the founding director of
the Center for European Studies at UNC from 1994 to 2006. His books include Multi-
Level Governance and European Integration, with Liesbet Hooghe; It Didn’t Happen
Here: Why Socialism Failed in the United States, with Seymour Martin Lipset; and
European Integration and Political Conflict with Marco Steenbergen.



AMY HOUPT MEDEARIS. Amy Medearis joined the Delegation of the European
Commission in August 2003 as Senior Economist in the Economic, Financial, and
Development Affairs section. She monitors macroeconomic and economic policy
developments in the United States and Europe, and helps foster US-European
cooperation on economic, financial, and employment issues. Prior to joining the
Commission, Ms. Medearis served as Vice President and Europe Analyst for the G7
Group, Inc., a consulting firm providing economic policy analysis to financial services
companies. In 1994-95, she worked at the Ministry of Economics of the State of
Brandenburg and in the Economic Research department of Dresdner Bank as a Robert
Bosch Fellow in Germany. In 1990-91, Ms. Medeatris participated in the European
Commission’s trainee program as one of a small handful of Americans offered the
opportunity to get an inside look at the workings of the European Union. She was
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship in 1989-90. Ms. Medearis holds an M.A. in
International Economics from the Johns Hopkins University Paul H. Nitze School of
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) and a B.A. in Comparative Area Studies from
Duke University.

PAUL TIMMERS. Dr. Paul Timmers is Head of Unit of ICT for Inclusion in the
European Commission, Directorate-General Information Society & Media. He is
responsible for developing EU policy, research, and innovation activities and promotion
in the field of digital inclusion. Previously he headed the eGovernment unit. He has
been a member of the Cabinet of European Commissioner for Enterprise and
Information Society Erkki Liikanen, responsible for the information society and
telecommunications policy portfolios. Other activities in the European Commission
included electronic commerce policy and program development.



